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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Point of Order 

Hon SUE ELLERY: I refer to two questions asked and answers provided during question time today—one is 
C477 and the other is C488. Question C477 was asked by Hon Adele Farina to the Minister for Mental Health 
representing the Minister for Environment about whether certain things in the environment portfolio were in the 
2013 budget papers. Question C488 was asked by Hon Sally Talbot to the Attorney General. It referred to a 
matter in the budget in the Attorney General’s direct portfolio. The answer to both of those questions is identical; 
that is — 

Timing and implementation plans for budget measures are currently being determined between 
ministers and agencies. When completed, the government will make detailed announcements. It should 
also be noted that members will have significant opportunity to seek this information during estimates 
hearings next week.  

The Western Australian Parliament is a bicameral system of Parliament. We have two chambers. Referring 
Legislative Council members to the Legislative Assembly estimates process is not appropriate.  

Several members interjected. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: That is the answer signed in the Attorney General’s name!  

Hon Michael Mischin: I did not say “next week”.  

Hon SUE ELLERY: It is the answer that we have been provided.  

Hon Michael Mischin: I did not say that.  

Hon SUE ELLERY: This is the answer that the Attorney General put his signature to. He did not cross the 
words out.  
Several members interjected. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: This is my point of order and if members opposite want to oppose it, they can. 

The other question, C477, was provided by the minister representing a minister from the other place. Perhaps we 
can excuse a minister in the other place thinking that we can walk down to attend an estimates hearing in the 
Assembly. That is not an appropriate answer. I have in front of me the answers, without the words crossed off, 
signed by the respective ministers. Mr President, it is not appropriate to submit this and then the written answer 
given to me is changed. It is not appropriate to refer us to estimates hearings next week in the Assembly. It is not 
appropriate.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: I can categorically say that in my answer I did not say “next week”. The word was 
deleted from — 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Just wait; you’ve had your turn!  

We get three sheets of paper. The sheet that I sign is the top sheet. The sheet that I signed had the words “next 
week” crossed off. Where it went after that, I am not sure, but that is the sheet that I signed. I have also received 
other questions of that type where I have taken that entire second sentence out and I have not provided any 
paper; all I did was made a verbal statement. That was the first question in the house today. The Leader of the 
Opposition is not listening to the answer but relying on some written documentation she has that is not consistent 
with what was said in the house.  
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: It is true that the written version of the answer bears my signature and contains the 
words to which the honourable Leader of the Opposition takes offence, but when I delivered my verbal answer to 
the house, I did not read out those words. It would pay if she listened to the answer I delivered. It is not 
uncommon, in my understanding, for the written answer to sometimes vary from the one made in the house 
because the minister might add information to it or leave out some information if, on reflection, it proves to be 
inadequate or if it is phrased in a manner that, when it comes to reading out the answer, is unsatisfactory.  

I may be at fault here and perhaps it is a misunderstanding on my part, but I had always understood that 
technically the questions that are asked without notice are asked only when they are articulated in this place. 
Hence, technically, the answer upon which one relies as part of the record for Hansard and the record of this 
house is the one that the minister or the parliamentary secretary or, in some cases, the member managing a piece 
of business such as a bill, announces in this place. If I am wrong about that, I will correct my view of it and I will 
be suitably chastened, but I deliberately refrained from mentioning “next week” because, upon reading the 
answer, it occurred to me that that was inappropriate because estimates hearings are scheduled next week in the 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 14 August 2013] 

 p3336b-3337a 
Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Helen Morton; Hon Michael Mischin; President 

 [2] 

other place and the ones for this house are scheduled sometime in September and may or may not involve 
examination of my portfolio.  

Ruling by President 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): The practice has built up in recent years—over the last four or 
five years at least—of submitting questions of which some notice has been given. This practice is for members 
representing ministers in the other place; and sometimes in their own portfolios. The practice has been for the 
minister responsible for that answer to sign the answer and read out the answer, and the definitive record is the 
reading of that answer and how it is recorded in Hansard. Associated with that, a practice has also developed of 
providing a written copy to the opposition member who asked the question. That is where there seems to be a 
discrepancy in this case. The minister is responsible for the answer. If he or she has made some alteration to the 
answer that he or she has signed and read in the house and submitted to Hansard, perhaps he or she could ensure 
that the other copies are amended to the same extent. In this case it seems as though there has been a slight 
oversight that those other copies have not been amended when the ministers have signed them. I am sure that 
ministers will take note of that and make sure that that is adhered to in the future. I can see the Leader of the 
House nodding his head.  
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